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Harnett County Community Leaders Discuss the Need 

to Invest in Early Education

Part of National Week of the Young Child April 11-17

Lillington — On April 16, 2010, community leaders met to discuss the value of investing in young children and early education in Harnett County. Organized by the Harnett County Partnership for Children (HCPC), the event was part of the Week of the Young Child, a nationally-celebrated week that acknowledges the need for high quality early education.

The group watched a presentation from Nobel Prize winning University of Chicago Economics Professor James Heckman in which he explained the great gains to be had by investing in early and equal development of human potential. His groundbreaking work shows that early childhood development heavily influences health, economic and social outcomes for individuals and society at large.  Heckman’s presentation was followed by “Change the First Five Years and You Change Everything” a video produced by The Ounce of Prevention Fund.  This compelling video shows how the lives of at-risk children can be changed if we invest in high-quality early learning programs, starting at birth.  Following the video, Lillington Town Manager, Tommy Burns, led a discussion on how the community’s economic prosperity depends on the continued investment in early childhood initiatives.

“Investing in early care and education makes economic sense.  These early investments produce long-term economic returns and as demonstrated in the video, can change the face of our future”, said Burns.  “In a time of economic hardship, these investments are more important than ever.”  Delegates from the Smart Investing initiative were also in attendance showing their continued support for early education investments after attending the recent forums and summits.

The Harnett County Partnership for Children is a non-profit organization whose mission is to improve the quality of life for young children and families in Harnett County. The Harnett County Partnership for Children administers Smart Start funds provided by the North Carolina General Assembly, as well as private donations, to support programs to ensure that young children enter school healthy and ready to succeed. For further information on Smart Start in Harnett County please contact HCPC at (910) 893-2344.
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The mission of the Harnett County Partnership for Children is to improve the quality of life for young children and families in Harnett County through community based programs focusing on health, education, and family support.


