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Partnership Launches New Website

The Harnett County Partnership for logo, a place to view all current the online window to the
Children (HCPC), launched its new Harnett County Smart Start services and resources we
website,www.harnettsmartstart.org, ~programs, helpful family resources Offel’,”. s:?1id Lisa Familg,
Wednesday, July 14 2010 as part of and ways to obtain applications Executive Director of HCPC. “It. is
their monthly Board of Director’s for the More at Four Program. The ©ur hope that the new website
meeting. The site’s homepage Wwebsite redesign was led by Ellen will help make the Partnership’s
welcomes visitors with bold new Wilson with PARKERTECHGROUP, Sérvices and resources more
colors, a clean uncluttered design, a networking and web technology 23;?2:?;?,,t0 3 wider range of
pictures and a powerful video about company located in Dunn. The ’
the importance of investing in young new partnership site is now
children, “Change the First Five organized to provide quick and
Years and You Change direct access to information and if

Everything,” from the Ounce of a useris not sure where to look for
Prevention Fund . specific information, the site-wide

In addition to a more user-friendly search engine will help.

look, the site features HCPC’s new It was time for restructuring of

Partnership Audit Has No Findings

Fiscal and Programmatic Clean Bill of Health for 2008-2009

Harnett County Partnership for Children (HCPC), has received a clean bill of fiscal and programmatic health,
according to the Office of the State Auditor. An audit of 2008-2009 Harnett County Smart Start activities
which concluded in April, found no instances of non-compliance or weaknesses in internal controls, fiscally or
programmatically within the Harnett County Partnership for Children.

The North Carolina Partnership for Children places great emphasis on local control, coupled with strict
accountability, oversight and tough measures to ensure fiscal and programmatic integrity. Local Smart Start
partnerships undergo financial and compliance audits every two years by the State. HCPC is one out of 41
partnerships throughout the state to receive no audit findings. This speaks volumes of the accountability
Harnett County Smart Start holds when administering state dollars.

HCPC is a non-profit organization with the mission to improve the quality of life for young children and
families in Harnett County. Funds through Smart Start are used to improve the quality of child care, make child
care more affordable and accessible, and to provide access to health services and family support. Smart Start
has achieved tremendous results in these areas and continues to strive to reach all children in North Carolina.
For more information on Smart Start in Harnett County, please contact our office at (910) 893-2344 or
www.harnettsmartstart.org



http://www.harnettsmartstart.org
http://www.harnettsmartstart.org

Tuesday for Tots 2010

On Tuesday, June 8%, 2010 child advocates from the Harnett County Partnership for Children traveled to the North
Carolina General Assembly as part of Smart Start’s statewide “Tuesdays for Tots” initiative. The advocates met
with the Harnett County legislative delegation and asked members to “hold the line” and continue to invest in
young children in Harnett County. Earlier this year more than 800 community leaders from across the state voted
that access to quality early education and care was a top priority
for young children.

“The Harnett County Partnership for Children (HCPC), a Smart
Start agency, is committed to ensuring that all local children have
access to early education and health services to help them f&
succeed in school and in life,” said Lisa Familo, HCPC Executive f&
Director. “However, while the challenges facing local families [
continue to grow, the funding that allows Smart Start to serve [
families is in jeopardy. Today’s meeting is to help legislators better &
understand the needs in our community and to ask that they ‘hold |
the line’ and continue to invest in young children and our state [
through Smart Start. Today’s children are North Carolina’s future 4
leaders, parents and workers. Our state’s prosperity depends on
their healthy development and growth.”

Tuesdays for Tots is Smart Start’s signature effort that takes place &
during the legislative session. On Tuesdays, advocates |
representing Smart Start’s 77 partnerships come to Raleigh for
one-on-one meetings to educate lawmakers on the challenges
facing young families and how Smart Start meets these critical
needs.

Smart Start is North Carolina's early childhood initiative. For the  Picturedis Lisa Familo and Lauren Strickland with HCPC
past 16 years, it has been recognized as a national model in helping ensure that young children enter school healthy
and ready to succeed. Smart Start is a public-private initiative that provides early education and care funding to all
of North Carolina’s 100 counties. Smart Start funds are administered at the local level through nonprofit
organizations called Local Partnerships. The North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., (NCPC) is the statewide
nonprofit organization that provides oversight and technical assistance to local partnerships.

Smart Start has experienced funding reductions over the past 9 years of $43.8 million. This amounts to a loss of
$101.2 million when combined with the effects of inflation. These cuts are occurring at the same time that
economists and other business leaders are advocating that investments in young children are one of the strongest
investments not only for the short term but also for sustained growth and job creation. In fact, the North Carolina
General Assembly’s Legislative Study Commission on Children and Youth concluded: "It is critical to ensure the
healthy development of children in the State and improve outcomes for all children in order to ensure the future
success of our State and our citizens."

Traveling to the North Carolina General Assembly on June 8" included Lisa Familo, HCPC Executive Director, Lauren
Strickland, HCPC Outreach Coordinator and Tommy Burns, Lillington Town Manager and HCPC Board Chair-elect.
The Harnett County group met with Senator Harris Blake, Representative David Lewis and Representative Jimmy
Love of the Harnett County legislative delegation.
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Harnett County More at Four Expands

The Harnett County Partnership for Children (HCPC) is pleased to share some exciting news about our More at
Four program. Some of you may have heard, but HCPC would like to officially announce, that Marcia Gilchrist will be

transitioning from the More at Four Manager position to the More at Four Technical
Assistance (TA) Consultant position beginning August 1, 2010.

Marcia has served as the More at Four Manager for the past four years here
at HCPC and spent many years with Head Start prior to her time as More at Four
Manager. In her new position, Marcia will be providing on-going consultation,
technical assistance, training and programmatic support to all More at Four sites/
classrooms to ensure the quality of program services and reinforce standards
established by the Office of Early Learning and the Division of Child Development.
We are eager to use Marcia’s extensive early childhood experience and classroom
knowledge in this capacity and Marcia is excited about putting her passion for the

classroom to work in this new position.

With that said, we are pleased to announce the return of Tara Jones Fish as
our new More at Four Manager. Tara previously served as the More at Four
Coordinator from 2004-2006 at the Partnership. Prior to returning to HCPC, Tara

worked as a Quality Enhancement Consultant, a Statewide Healthy Social Behavior Specialist and a Parent Educator.
We are delighted to have Tara back and are confident that her return will make this transition a smooth one for More

at Four.

Please join us in welcoming Marcia, as the More at Four Technical Assistance (TA) Consultant
and Tara Jones Fish, as the More at Four Manager.
Thank you for your support as we continue to develop our More at Four Program!

More at Four NOW Accepting Applications for 2010-2011

What is the More at Four Pre-K Program?

More at Four is a full day, full school year, pre
-kindergarten program that meets high
quality state standards. More at Four
prepares children for success in school
through language, literacy, math and social
skills. These are key areas for success in
school and in life!

Who is eligible?

More at Four students must be Four years
old by August 31st, be unserved (not
currently in childcare) or underserved (not
currently in a high quality center). To apply,
you must submit the flowing information:

Family Gross Income
Updated Vaccine Records
Proof of Income
County Residency
IEP Information

August- October 2010

Why participate in More at Four?

Children in More at Four learn about
letter, colors, shapes and numbers.
More at Four children learn self esteem
and an enthusiasm for learning. More
at Four is a researched based
comprehensive education program.

What are the program standards?

Creative Curriculum
Maximum class size of 18, with a
teacher and teacher assistant

e Lead Teachers are required to have
or be working towards a
Birth-Kindergarten Licensure

e Teacher Assistants are required to
have or be working towards a Child
Development Associate
credential

e 4 or5 Star License

e Developmental assessment
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More at Four classes are
available at the following
locations:
Adventures Under the Sun-Erwin
Busy Bee - Angier
Dream Big Christian Academy-Dunn
Kidd'’s Place - Lillington
Kidd'’s Place - Erwin
Solid Start Child Care Center - Olivia
Solid Start Child Care Center -
Spout Springs

Spring Hill Child Care Center -
Lillington

Head Start-Lillington
Head Start-Dunn
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Smart Start Quality Enhancement Begins New Year

July 1 marked the beginning of
a new grant year for activities funded
by the Harnett County Partnership for
Children. One activity, Quality
Enhancement (QE), begins its third year
administered by Harnett County Child
Care Resource & Referral, located
within Harnett County Cooperative
Extension. Finishing 2009-2010 with a
total of 28 facilities participating in
some way, the Quality Enhancement
Staff are excited about the results that
have been accomplished - as well as
those results that are yet to be posted.
Part of the Quality Enhancement
contract states that “each facility that
participates receives a grant for
materials and must agree to have the
Environment Rating Scale Assessment
completed through the North Carolina
Rated License Assessment Project”.
The providers who have participated in

this project for 2009-2010
wholeheartedly agree that even though
it is an intense activity, it is well worth
it.

One director stated she
thought Quality Enhancement should
be mandatory because she learned so
much through the project and it was so
very helpful to them. “You learn a lot
about your staff while going through
this project,” one she stated. Look in
the next issue of “The Childhood
Scene” published by HC Child Care
Resource and Referral for the facilities
that participated in Smart Start Quality
Enhancement and see their progress as
aresult of their participation.

The Quality Enhancement staff,
that are out in the field most days
working closely with participants are
Nancy Lee, Quality Enhancement
Specialist for family child care homes,
and Mindy Parrish and Alicia Warner,

Quality Enhancement Specialists for
child care centers. North Carolina has
been in the forefront in the
development of strategies to address
early learning environments and quality
child care. One of the strategies in
North Carolina is to raise the star rated
license average in every county.
Harnett County has much work to do.
Last grant year, the average star rating
in Harnett County was 2.96, the 2™
lowest in the state. Quality
Enhancement is one activity designed
to assist in raising this average. By
completing the Quality Enhancement
program, a child care facility may raise
their star rating and, in turn, raise the
average star rating in Harnett County.

If you are interested in
participating in the Smart Start Quality
Enhancement program you may
contact Carolyn Greene or Alice Thomas

at (910) 893-7597.

Upcoming Community Events and Community News

It’s Festival time in Harnett County!
Below is a list of upcoming festivals in
August, September and October
throughout Harnett County.

Come see HCPC out at the Crepe Myrtle
Festival, Lillington Fall Festival and the
Family Medical Supply Business Fest!
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Campbell University Street Fair,
Buies Creek

August 17th, 2010
Crepe Myrtle Festival, Angier
September 11th, 2010
Lillington Fall Festival, Lillington
September 18th, 2010

Family Medical Supply
Business Fest, Dunn

September 28th, 2010
Annual Denim Days, Erwin
October 2nd, 2010

98th Coat’s Annual Farmers Day,
Coats
October 9th, 2010

Coming Soon to
Lillington!

Lillington Community Center

Corner of W. Front Street
and S. 13th Street

Completion Date set for
April 8th, 2010

NCaeyc Conference October 7th -9th

Raleigh Convention Center
Register at wwww.ncaeyc.com
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Raising A Reader is a literacy program, implemented in Lisa Familo
Harnett County through Smart Start, to encourage parents . .

to have shared reading time with their children each day. Executive Director
Raising a Reader started in Harnett County in 2008, with
only 103 children participating in the program and has Debbie Fann
grown in 2009 to 245 children. The Raising a Reader
program also had 34 parents to receive our $50 cash
incentive for attending parent quarterly meetings which
showed great improvement from only 5 parents receiving Audrey Foster
the incentive last year.

We would like to thank the following centers for
participating with the Raising A Reader program and

making it a success for the 2009-2010 grant year. Tiffany McConnell

Countryside II Program Manager

Dream Big Christian Academy

+EAAGO 01 AAA 411 )i
+EAA8O 01 AAA )Y1AS8
Spring Hill Child Care Center

Solid Start Child Care Centers in

Cameron & Sanford

Finance Manager

Fiscal Specialist

A 8 Tara Fish
More at Four Manager

Marcia Gilchrist

- . L . More at Four TA Consultant
If your center is interested in participating in the Raising

A Reader program, please contact Megan Spell at
(910) 893-7597. Lauren Strickland

Outreach Coordinator

Anitra Wilson
Professional Development
Coordinator

Grimaneza Grasser
Program Support Specialist

Harnett County

Parfnershi
IChildren
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Early Childhood Professional Development

The Smart Start Professional Development program is pleased to announce the continuation of
the Reimbursement Grant for the 2010-2011 fiscal year. The Reimbursement Grant will be made available to
those teachers, centers, and homes that are working with the Professional Development Coordinator to develop
education plans and are enrolled in accredited early childhood programs.

The Reimbursement Grant is intended to reimburse providers or child care centers and homes, not exceed
$400.00 per person, per semester for tuition, books, and fees, if funding is available. In addition to the
Reimbursement Grant, the program is thrilled to introduce the Professional Development Lending Library.
The lending library has a select collection of textbooks and resource books for Professional Development
participants to use for the fall semester.

The Professional Development Lending Library has also collaborated with the Harnett County Public Library to
provide the public with additional early childhood resource books. If you are interested in any of these services,
please contact Anitra Wilson @ (910) 893-2344 for further details. We are thoroughly committed to helping
teachers pursue their educational goals and welcome you to call for an application to the program today!
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2011-2012 Smart Start Programs

Parents As Teachers Raising a Reader Quality Enhancement
This program helps parents understand This program encourages families with Quality Enhancement specialist use the
what t o expect i n yoangohildrentsusedhglieraryonfa t hsetiart ecéhsi | Enbvsi r on me n't
development. This program is based onthe  regular basis and to incorporate daily evaluate overall child care quality and
premise that t he peadingnto their routine. Gotae ¢ h prolidd téctmicalfaskistarset intensive
teacher. Contact Melanie Graham at Megan Spell at (910) 893-7597. training, and materials. Contact Alice
(910) 814-6050. Thomas at (910) 893-7597.

AN [THTTH
Parent Education Child Care ‘ ’ g [IEE A0

Parent Education Child Care is a program
offered to parents who attend Central
Carolina Community College to help pay
for child care. Contact Keisha Petty at

WAGE$

Educational-based salary supplements are
provided to qualifying teachers, directors,
and family child care providers. Contact
Allison Miller at (919) 967-3272.

(919) 718-7276.

Early Childhood Professional Development

More at Four Individualized professional development
The More at Four Program is a free plans are created for child care providers
pre-kindergarten program for four year and administrators, to set educational goals
olds. More at Four is designed to help and provide assistance in the college
prepare four year old children to enter application process. Contact Anitra Wilson
Kindergarten through a at (910) 893-2344.
curriculum-based, classroom style
learning environment. The goal of More Child Care Subsidy

at Four is to reach at-risk children and

give them a chance to grow socially and Through Child Care Subsidies, qualifying

educationally before entering families can ensure their children are safe
kindergarten. Contact Tara Fish at and well-cared for while at work. Contact the
(910) 893-2344. Department of Social Services at
(910) 893-7500.
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< FREE Lead Screenings for Toys

i The Harnett County Partnership for Children is offering FREE
lead screenings for toys at child care centers, child care homes
and to Harnett County families. Lead Screening kits are limited,
so please contact Lauren Strickland at (910) 893-2344 or

i lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org to schedule a time to

have four toys of your choice screened.
Screenings will be available until all kits are
i depleted.

The Harnett County Partnership for Children will be using Lead
Check® Swabs for this screening event. Lead Check® is a
screening test. It is not intended to be a quantitative test for lead.
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Harnett County Partnership for Children
20102011 Board of Directors

Tommy Burns— Lillington Town Manager

Rocio Bynum— Parent of a child 0-5

Jo Ann Geddie— Child Care Provider/ Owner HCPC would like to thank all Board Members
Nancy Guy— Business/Community Member at Large and Committee Members for their valuable
Vera Jones— Harnett County Schools (Designee) time and dedicated service to the young

C o children of Harnett County.
Beatrice Hill— HC Commissioner

I "
Cindy Milton— HC Department of Social Services We Appreciate you:!

Elsie Lee— Child Care Provider/ Owner Smart

Rosa Maria Matthews— Angier Migrant Head Start B EE]
5

Melody McGee— Central Carolina Community College (Designee)
Karen Mintz— Infant Toddler Specialist, Region 5

Sol Osorio— Member at Large

Ginger Harris-Pike— Central Carolina Community College (Designee)
Charlene Sharp— HC Health Department (Designee)

Alice Thomas— Child Care Resource and Referral

Sandra Tull— Sandhills CDSA

Julie Wahl— South River Electric Membership Corporation

Blekley Walker— Child Care Provider/ Owner

Shirley Whitley— Johnston, Lee, Harnett Community Action

Harnett County

Partnership
AChildren

Smart | More at Four

gl pre-Kindergarten program

P.O. Box 70 Lillington, NC 27546

SAVE A STAMP!

If you would like to receive this
newsletter by email please contact

Lauren Strickland at
lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org

www.harnettsmartstart.org




