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On Tuesday, December 14th, staff from 
the Harnett County Partnership for Children 
met with Representative David Lewis to discuss 
the importance of early childhood education 
and to ask for continued support of young                
children in Harnett County.  

Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÁÒÎÅÔÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒ 
Children (HCPC) is committed to ensuring that 
all local children have access to the early care 
and education, family support and health         
services they need to help them succeed in 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ,ÉÓÁ &ÁÍÉÌÏȟ (#0#                       
%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ Ȱ(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ                    
challenges facing local families continue to 
grow, the funding that allows Smart Start to 
ÓÅÒÖÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÊÅÏÐÁÒÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÕÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÉÚÏÎȢ 4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ                    
meeting was to help Representative Lewis better understand the needs in our 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÍÁÒÔ 3ÔÁÒÔ ÉÓ Á ËÅÙ ÐÉÅÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ 4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȢ /ÕÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ                     
ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢȱ 

Representative Lewis pledged his commitment to protect early care and 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÂÙ ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ Á #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 0ÌÅÄÇÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ 
(#0#Ȣ "Ù ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÌÅÄÇÅȟ 2ÅÐȢ ,Å×ÉÓ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ                   
prosperity depends on our ability to ensure that all children have the                                 
opportunity to develop intellectually, socially and emotionally. Furthermore,                     
Representative Lewis agreed that ensuring access to high quality early childhood 
care and education programs needs to be a top priority for the state.  

Pictured is Tiffany McConnell, Program Manager for HCPC,                                     
2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ $ÁÖÉÄ ,Å×ÉÓ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ Á ÓÉÇÎÅÄ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 0ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ 
Lauren Strickland, Outreach Coordinator for HCPC.  

www.harnettsmartstart.org 
 

 

 

Representative David Lewis Pledges to Protect Early Care  
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!Ó ÔÈÅ ΤΡΣΣ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÇÅÔÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÁÙȟ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÔ                   
wonder what the future holds. The state is facing a projected $3.7 billion 
deficit and politicians from both sides of the aisle have indicated that cuts 
will be the only tool used to deal with this astonishing deficit. If the budget 
deficit is met with cuts alone, it will be devastating to the children and                   
families in our community, many of whom are already struggling in these 
difficult economic times.   

Staff from the Harnett County Partnership for Children have been meeting 
with our elected officials to express our concerns about a cuts only                          
approach and to educate them about the importance of investing in early 
childhood education.  Our future prosperity depends on our ability to ensure 
that children have the opportunity to develop the social, emotional and                  
academic foundations that will serve them throughout life.  Providing these 

opportunities is paramount to the development and prosperity of our children, our state and our nation! 

What can you do? Visit http://www.thepetitionsite.com/10/North-Carolina-Children-Pledge/ and sign the                   
ÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ .# ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÔÁËÅ Á ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ  ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓȠ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÙÓ ÏÆ   
sunshine peeking through what otherwise seems like a dark and gloomy forecast. We must continue looking 
to the future with hope and commitment for a better tomorrow.  Our children are depending on us to keep 
the hope alive! 
 

 

Ȱ-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ËÅÐÔ ÏÎ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÎÏ ÈÏÐÅ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢȱ 

~Dale Carnegie 

Looking to the Future with Hope 
Lisa Familo, HCPC Executive Director  

Pictured is Senator Harris Blake with 
Lisa Familo, HCPC Executive Director 

For additional information about the Smart Start Conference, please visit www.smartstart-nc.org. 

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/10/North-Carolina-Children-Pledge/
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/most_of_the_important_things_in_the_world_have/10564.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/most_of_the_important_things_in_the_world_have/10564.html


2ÁÉÓÉÎÇ ! 2ÅÁÄÅÒ ÁÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÂÙ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÂÏÏËÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
homes and by encouraging families to read together.  

On January 19th, Dream Big Christian Academy held a meeting 
for their Raising A Reader parents. Ms. Lisa Oliver , Dream Big 
Christian Academy Staff, met with the Raising A Reader parents 
and spoke to them about how to share a storybook with their 
child. Ms. Oliver also gave examples of books that have been 
read and used in the classroom.  Parents then created                           
bookmarks for themselves and their child to use while reading. 
Raising A Reader looks forward to seeing parents attend the 
Child Literacy Events at the local libraries in February!  

If you would like to know more about the Raising A Reader                       
program, please contact Megan Spell at 910-893-7597 or email at 
mspell@harnett.org.  
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April 10th ñ16th  

Early Years Are Learning Years® 

 

The Week of the Young Child is an annual                     
celebration sponsored by the National                    
Association for the Education of Young              
Children (NAEYC), the world's largest early 
childhood education association. The purpose of 
the Week of the Young Child is to focus  public 
attention on the needs of young children and 
their families and to recognize the early               
childhood programs and services that meet 
those needs. The Week of the Young Child is a 
time to plan how we--as citizens of a                    
community, of a state, and of a nation--will        
better meet the needs of all young children and 

their families. 

 

For more information on                                             
Week of the Young Child and to       

download a FREE event planning guide 
please visit  http://www.naeyc.org/woyc. 

Raising A Reader 

Megan Spell, Raising A Reader Coordinator  

mailto:mspell@harnett.org


Page 4 Quarterly Newsletter for the Harnett County Partnership for Children   

Highlights from HCPC Multiɀ Year Performance Report 
2008-2009, 2009-2010 

To view the full report, please visit our website at www.harnettsmartstart.org.                                                                                  
To request a hard copy, please contact Lauren Strickland at (910) 893-2344. 

The Board of Directors and staff of the Harnett County                    

Partnership for Children are pleased to share with you our 

Multi -Year Performance Report illustrating our                          

achievements from July 1, 2008 ɀ June 30, 2010. Working 

collaboratively with other community   organizations, the 

Harnett County Partnership for Children works to ensure 

that all children have access to quality early childhood      

education and the support services they need to enter school 

healthy and ready for success.  

Children:  

ɂ 9,081 children age 0-5 in Harnett County.  

ɂ 2,004 or 20% of children age 0-5 in                     
Harnett County are in child care. 

ɂ 15.1% of these children are enrolled in quality 
child care. 

ɂ Quality child care in North Carolina is                            
considered 4 or 5 stars. 

ɂ Average star rating for child care facilities in 
Harnett County is 3 stars as of 09-10 PBIS                            
results.  

ɂ 59 licensed child care centers in Harnett 
County.  

ɂ 59 licensed child care homes in Harnett County.  

ɂ /ÕÔ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ ρππ ÃÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȟ (ÁÒÎÅÔÔ 
County is ranked 46th in obese children ages               
2-4.  

Time Out for Tots Participants  2010  

Dr. Pauline Calloway 

Lisa Childers 

Lisa Familo 

Nancy Guy 

Melody McGee 

Lauren Strickland  

Julie Wahl 



Parent Education Child Care 

Parent Education Child Care is a program 
offered to parents who attend Central 

Carolina  Community College to help pay 

for child care. Contact Keisha Petty at         

(919) 718-7276.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ABCD Project  

This Project provides training and                   
on-site technical assistance to medical 
practices to facilitate the indication of             
children who may benefit from early                
intervention services. Participating               
practices will also be provided with                 

information and resources for families. 
Contact Tiffany McConnell at                            

(910) 893-2344. 
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Raising a Reader 

This program encourages families  with 
young children to use the library on a 
regular basis and to incorporate daily 

reading into their routine. Contact 

Megan Spell at (910) 893-7597.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More at Four 

The More at Four Program is a free           
pre-kindergarten program for at-risk four 
year olds. More at Four is designed to 
help prepare four year old  children for      

kindergarten through a                                   
curriculum-based, classroom style    

learning  environment. The goal of More 
at Four is to reach at-risk children and 

give them a chance to grow socially and 
educationally before  entering                      

kindergarten. Contact Tara Fish at                          

(910) 893-2344.  

 

WAGE$ 

This program provides educational-based 
salary supplements to qualifying teachers, 
directors, and family child care providers. 

Contact Allison Miller at (919) 967-3272. 
 

 

Early Childhood Professional Development  

This program provides individualized                   
professional development plans for child 

care providers and administrators to assist 
with educational goals and provide                         
assistance in the college application                    
process. Contact  Anitra Wilson at                         

(910) 893-2344. 
 

 

Child Care Subsidy 

Through Child Care Subsidies, qualifying 
families can ensure their children are safe 

and well-cared for while at work. Contact the 
Department of Social Services at                                  

(910) 893-7500. 

  

FREE Lead Screenings for Toys  
The Harnett County Partnership for Children is offering FREE  

lead screenings for toys at child care centers, child care homes  

and to Harnett County families. Lead Screening kits are limited,  

so please contact Lauren Strickland at (910) 893-2344 or  

lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org to schedule a time to  

have four toys of your choice screened. 
Screenings will be  available until all kits are 
depleted. 

Quality Enhancement  

Quality Enhancement specialists use the 
stateôs Environment Rating Scales to       
evaluate  overall child care quality and             
provide technical assistance, intensive  
training, and materials. Contact Carolyn 

Greene at (910) 893-7597. 

Parents As Teachers 

This program helps parents understand 
what to expect in each stage of their childôs 
development. This program is based on the 
premise that the parent is the childôs first 

teacher. Contact Melanie Graham at                 

(910) 814-6050.  

The Harnett County Partnership for Children will be  using Lead 
Check® Swabs for this screening event. Lead Check® is a                 

screening test. It is not intended to be a quantitative test for lead.  

mailto:lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org
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THANK YOU  

For Contributing to the  

Harnett County Food Pantry!  
The Harnett County Partnership for Children hosted a food drive the 
month of November to collect                            
non-perishable food items to 
benefit the Harnett Food                          
Pantry. Members of the                      
Partnership staff, Board of                  
Directors, Committee                    
Members, Direct Service               
Providers and the general    
public all  joined together to 
ÄÏÎÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÎÅÅÄȢ Ȱ)Î 
this economy, hunger is more 
ÏÆ Á ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒȱ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ 
Lisa Familo, HCPC                   
%ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ Ȱ(#0# ×ÁÓ 
honored to host this food drive and collaborate with the Harnett Food 
0ÁÎÔÒÙȠ ×Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȢȱ                                                            
The Harnett County Food Pantry provides a three-day supply of food 
to Harnett County families who are hungry and in need of a meal. The 
Pantry serves more than 200 families a month. Items that were                     
donated included: canned vegetables, canned fruit, canned meats,      
spaghetti sauce, cereal/grits, peanut butter, cornmeal, crackers, rice, 
dried beans, and over 100 jars of baby food. 

Receive up to  

5.0 Credit Hours!! 

More at Four NOW Accepting Applications for 2011-2012 
 

The Harnett County Partnership for Children is now accepting More at Four                             
applications for the 2011-2012 school year. More at Four is a full day, full school year 
pre- kindergarten program that meets high quality state standards. More at Four                   
prepares children for success in school by improving language, literacy and social 
skills. 

Children who are eligible for More at Four MUST be four by August 31, 2011 and meet income eligibility 
requirements. Placement is based on priority status and availability. Application packets may be accessed 
online at www.harnettsmartstart.org or at the Harnett County Partnership for Children office, located at 
1901 N. Main St. in Lillington. For additional information on More at Four in Harnett County, please visit 
our website at www.harnetttsmartstart.org or contact Tara Fish, More at Four Manager, at                                     
(910) 893-2344. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pictured is Lauren Strickland, Outreach                              
Coordinator with HCPC, Earl Patrick, Betty Turner, 
and LaRue Sills all Harnett Food bank volunteers 
from RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program).  

Harnett County 

Smart Solutions Child Care 

 Conference 

Saturday, March 5th, 2010 

7:30am -3:00pm 
 

Please contact HC CCR&R 

at (910) 893-7597 to Preς Register 
by Feb. 25th, 2011 

Fee: $20.00 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote Speaker:  

Dr. Harriet Enzor 

ñStress! Adults and Children Face Ité 
Learn Effective Ways to Cope! 

http://www.harnettsmartstart.org
http://www.harnetttsmartstart.org


Harnett County  

Partnership for Children Staff 
 

Lisa Familo  

Executive Director 
 

 

Debbie Fann  

Finance Manager 
 

 

Audrey Foster  

Fiscal Specialist  
 

 

Tiffany McConnell  

Program Manager 

 

 

Tara Fish  

More at Four Manager 
 

 

Marcia Gilchrist  

More at Four TA Consultant   
 

 

Lauren Strickland  

Outreach Coordinator  
 

 

Anitra Wilson  

Professional Development  

Coordinator 
 

 

Grimaneza Grasser  

Program Support Specialist   
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The Smart Start Early Childhood Professional Development program assists child care                          

providers, who are planning to obtain higher education in the early childhood field, by                   

developing individual professional development plans. The Early Childhood                       

Professional Development program also works collaboratively with directors of child 

care facilities to develop Facility Professional Development Plans. 

What does the Smart Start Professional Development program 

offer YOU?  
 

§ Individual professional development plans 

§ College enrollment assistance  

§ Lending textbook library 

§ Assistance in finding financial support 

§ Assistance in finding compensation programs 

§ Reimbursement grants 

§ Additional resource materials 

§ Quarterly informational sessions 

 

TEACH participants MAY be eligible to receive funding for higher education 

expenses that are not covered through the TEACH program!  

For more information or to apply, please contact : 

Anitra Wilson 

Professional Development Coordinator  

(910) 893-2344 

anitra.wilson@harnettsmartstart.org  

Smart Start  

Early Childhood Professional Development  

is  STILL  accepting applications for the                      

Spring 2011 school year. 



Awards 

that 

board 

members 

have 

gotten  

P.O. Box 70 Lillington, NC 27546 

www.harnettsmartstart.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE  A STAMP! 

If you would like to receive this  

newsletter by email please contact 

Lauren Strickland at                                        
lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org 

       Harnett County Partnership for Children  
2010-2011 Board of Directors  

Dawn Bobbittɂ Business/ Community Member at Large 

Rocio Bynumɂ Parent of a child 0-5  

Anne Carverɂ Central Carolina Community College  

Connie Chesterɂ Campbell University, Education Department  

Jo Ann Geddieɂ Child Care Provider/ Owner  

Carolyn Greeneɂ  Child Care Resource and Referral  

Nancy Guyɂ Business/Community Member at Large   

Vera Jonesɂ Harnett County Schools (Designee)    

Beatrice Hillɂ HC Commissioner 

Cindy Miltonɂ HC Department of  Social Services 

Elsie Leeɂ Child Care Provider/ Owner 

Denise Matthewsɂ  Business/Community Leader  

  

Rosa Maria Matthewsɂ  Angier Migrant Head Start  

Lisa McFaddenɂ Harnett County IT  

Melody McGeeɂ  Central Carolina Community College (Designee)  

Karen Mintzɂ Infant Toddler Specialist, Region 5  

Ginger Harris-Pikeɂ Central Carolina Community College (Designee) 

Kittrane Sandersɂ Harnett County Cooperative Extension  

Charlene Sharpɂ HC Health Department (Designee)  

Sandra Tullɂ Sandhills CDSA 

Julie Wahlɂ  South River Electric Membership Corporation 

Blekley Walkerɂ  Child Care Provider/ Owner  

Shirley Whitleyɂ  Johnston, Lee, Harnett Community Action 

Amber Wiseɂ Harnett County School System   


