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Building                                           

 Blocks 

     for Growth 

Congratulations  

Parents as Teachers Graduates! 
 

School readiness does not begin a 
week before the start of                            
Kindergarten. It is a process that                    
begins before birth, and ideally                   
children will receive many enriching 
experiences during the years before 
they start school.   

Twelve Harnett County families have 
made a commitment to their children’s early                     
experiences by participating in the Parents As                  
Teachers program (PAT). There children will be 
graduating from PAT on June 7th, 2010. Six of these 
families have been enrolled for 1 to 2 years and the 
other six have been enrolled for 3 to 5 years.  

Kindergarten entry is a critical period that sets the 
path for future school                              
adjustment.  PAT has provided 
these families with ongoing                
support over their years of                   
enrollment.  They have received 
ongoing monthly personal home 
visits, developmental                      
screenings, suggestions of                
family activities and materials; as well as many                    
opportunities to attend groups event to help prepare 
the family for the exciting adventure of Kindergarten. 
One graduating parent shared this comment, “PAT is 
extremely important in fostering our bond as a family 
and building a strong foundation for lifetime learning.  
We have thoroughly enjoyed PAT and strongly                      
recommend it for others!” These children have the  
fundamental building blocks in place for a successful 
and happy educational journey laid by the dedicated 
work of Harnett County Parents As Teachers.           
Parents As Teachers is funded by Harnett County 
Partnership for Children.  

 

Submitted by: Melanie Graham 

PAT Program Coordinator/Educator  

A Publication For Parents, Providers, and Smart Start Supporters  

Harnett County Delegation  
helped determine priorities as part of  

Smart Investing summit on March 9th, 2010 
 

DURHAM- Access to high-quality child care, parent education 
programs, availability of programs and services to meet basic 
needs, and exposure to enriching experiences outside of child 
care settings were voted the top priorities that would make the 
greatest, lasting impact on the lives of young children in                 
central North Carolina. The voting took place at the Smart 
Investing: Communities Thrive When Children Thrive 
summit in Durham on March 9. More than 200 community 
members from central North Carolina, including a delegation 
from Harnett County determined that these are the primary 
issues community groups and policymakers should focus on 
to improve the lives of young children. The group also                 
brainstormed action steps to make the priorities a reality               
locally. 
 
The Smart Investing summit reconvened delegates from                
central counties who are part of the Smart Investing public                       
engagement initiative. Funded by the Z. Smith Reynolds 
Foundation and with support from Lt. Governor Walter Dalton 
and Smart Start, Smart Investing: Communities Thrive 
When Children Thrive, brings together a diverse mix of               
citizens in communities throughout the state to determine how 
best to invest in children birth to five, and thereby the state as 
a whole. 
 
The final votes reflect work that began last fall when Smart 
Start’s 77 partnerships leveraged their networks to assemble 
delegations of local parents, business leaders, health care 
providers, education professionals and policy makers                     
representing every county. The delegations created a list of 
top priorities at local forums held across the state. Tuesday, 
participants were asked to narrow down the list to the top four 
priorities that if given time, attention, and resources by                  
individuals, community, and government, would make the 
greatest lasting impact on preparing young children to become 
productive, healthy, and fully-engaged adults.   
 
Members of the Harnett County delegation that were in                   
attendance included Lisa Familo, Executive Director of the 
Harnett County Partnership for Children, Alice Thomas, Child 
Care Resource and Referral, Sandra Tull, Children’s                      
Developmental Service Agency and Melanie Graham, Parents 

as Teachers program. 
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Time Out For Tots  

 

Eight Harnett County Smart Start supporters spent part of their morning Friday, February 19th ÔÁËÉÎÇ Ȱ4ÉÍÅ /ÕÔȱ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ (ÁÒÎÅÔÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢ  0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ !ÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ4ÉÍÅ /ÕÔ ÆÏÒ 4ÏÔÓȱ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅȟ ÁÓ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ 

(L to R), Nancy Guy, Lauren Strickland, Melody McGee, Dr. Pauline Calloway, Julie Wahl, and Lisa Familo.                              
Not Pictured are participants Glenn McFadden and Lisa Childers. Pictured on the far right is Chip Watts, a Speech 
4ÈÅÒÁÐÉÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁ 4ÈÅÒÁÐÙ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ Á Ȱ4ÉÍÅ /ÕÔ ÆÏÒ 4ÏÔÓȱ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ 
ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÏÒ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÁÒÎÅÔÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȟ ÇÏÔ Á ȰÔÉÍÅ 
ÏÕÔ ÐÁÓÓȱ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ȰÔÉÍÅ ÏÕÔȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÕÓÙ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÔ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙȢ +ÉÄÄȭÓ 0ÌÁÃÅ 

Child Care Center in Lillington and Learningtime Achievement Center in Fuquay-Varina hosted the                            
ȰÔÉÍÅ ÏÕÔȱ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HCPC would like to thank the sponsors of this fundraising event; Lillington Kiwanis, Buies Creek Kiwanis, South 
River EMC, Carolina Therapy Services, Kaplan Early Learning Company, Cape Fear Insurance Agency, Four Oaks 

Bank, Farm Bureau Insurance Company, New Century Bank, Brooks and Maria Matthews, Tim and Anitra Wilson 
and Just Like Home Child Care; Ms. Jo Anne Geddie. 
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On April 16, 2010, community leaders met to discuss the 
value of investing in young children and early education               
in Harnett County. Organized by the Harnett County               
Partnership for Children (HCPC), the event was part of the 
Week of the Young Child, a nationally-celebrated week that 
acknowledges the need for high quality early education. 

The group watched a presentation from Nobel Prize                    
winning University of Chicago Economics Professor  James 
Heckman in which he explained the great gains to be had by 
investing in early and equal development of human                        
potential. His groundbreaking work shows that early                        
childhood development heavily influences health, economic 
and social outcomes for individuals and society at large.  
(ÅÃËÍÁÎȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ȰChange the First 
&ÉÖÅ 9ÅÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕ #ÈÁÎÇÅ %ÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȱ a video produced by 
The Ounce of Prevention Fund.  This compelling video shows 
how the lives of at-risk children can be changed if we invest 
in high-quality early learning programs, starting at birth.   

Following the video, Lillington Town Manager, Tommy 
"ÕÒÎÓȟ ÌÅÄ Á ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ 
prosperity depends on the continued investment in early 
childhood initiatives. 

Harnett County  

Partnership for Children Staff 
 

Lisa Familo, Executive Director 

Debbie Fann, Finance Manager 

Audrey Foster, Fiscal Specialist  

Marcia Gilchrist, More at Four Manager 

Tiffany McConnell, Program Manager 

Lauren Strickland, Outreach Coordinator  

Anitra Wilson,  

Professional Development Coordinator 

Grimaneza Grasser,  

Program Support Specialist   

 

HCMS Participates in Smart Start Book Drive  
 

(ÁÒÎÅÔÔ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ "ÕÉÌÄÅÒÓ #ÌÕÂ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ (ÁÒÎÅÔÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÆÏÒ 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÈÉÒÄ !ÎÎÕÁÌ "ÏÏË $ÒÉÖÅȟ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ  (#0#ȭÓ 7ÅÅË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ #ÈÉÌÄ 

celebration. The students collected gently used books to be donated to HCPC to                    
benefit young children in Harnett County. The Partnership will distribute books from the 

book drive to Harnett County child care centers and family home providers through Smart 
Start Quality Enhancement and the Harnett County Library.                                                                             

Pictured below is the 2009-2010 Builders Club.  
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What is the More at Four Pre-K Program? 

 

More at Four is a full day, full school year, 
pre-kindergarten program that meets 
high quality state standards. More at 
Four prepares children for success in 
school through language, literacy, math 
and social skills. These are key areas for 
success in school and in life!  

 

Who is eligible? 

 

More at Four students must be Four 
years old by August 31st, be unserved  
(not currently in childcare) or                                
underserved (not currently in a high      
quality center). To apply, you must              
submit the flowing information: 

 
 
 

Family Gross Income 
IEP information 

Updated vaccine records 

As a valued member of our community, the partnership would 
like to invite you to join the Harnett County Local Interagency 
Coordinating Council (LICC).  The LICC, a community-based 
advisory group, was implemented in an effort to convene a 
wide sampling of Early Intervention professionals. The       
Councilôs goal is to provide opportunities for service providers 
to become involved in local and regional activities, such as 
Project Child Find; to increase public awareness of Early               
Intervention strategies and programs; to perform community 

needs assessments and system evaluations.  
 

We welcome all professions, serving children ages birth to five 

years, to attend our meetings the third Tuesday of each month.   

Meetings are held at the Harnett County Agriculture Center at 

1:30 pm and typically last for one hour.   

June 15, 2010 

July 20, 2010 

For questions please contact Beth Mason, CDSA at                        

(910) 814-2480 

Recycle! Reduce! Reuse!  
HCPC is  

GOING GREEN 

The HCPC staff is proud to announce that they are 
ògoing greenó and recycling paper, plastic, glass and any 
item that is accepted with the recycling symbol. We all 

feel the pressure to be more environmentally friendly and 
to do our part to help our planet, so that is why HCPC 

has taken the first step with recycling!  

More at Four classes 
are available at the 
following locations:  

Adventures Under the Sun-Erwin 

Busy Bee - Angier 

Dream Big Christian Academy-Dunn 

Kiddõs Place - Lillington 

Kiddõs Place - Erwin 

Solid Start Child Care Center - Olivia 

Solid Start Child Care Center -  

Spout Springs 

Spring Hill Child Care Center -                 

Lillington 

Head Start-Lillington 

Head Start-Dunn 

More at Four NOW Accepting Applications for 2010-2011 

Why participate in More at Four? 

 

Children in More at Four learn about 
letter, colors, shapes and numbers. 
More at Four children learn self   
esteem and  an enthusiasm for 
learning. More at Four is a                       
researched based comprehensive 
education program.  

 

What are the program standards? 

 

¶ Creative Curriculum 
¶ Maximum class size of 18, with a 

teacher and teacher assistant 
¶ Lead Teachers are required to 

have or  be working towards a 
Birth-Kindergarten Licensure   

¶ Teacher Assistants are required 
to have or be working towards a 
Child Development Associate 
credential  

¶ 4 or 5 Star License 

¶ Developmental  assessment 

 

If you would like more information about the More at Four Program, please contact Marcia 
Gilchrist, More at Four Manager at (910) 893-2344 or marcia.gilchrist@harnettsmartstart.org    



  

 

 

 

Parent Education Child Care 

Parent Education Child Care is a program 
offered to parents who attend Central 

Carolina  Community College to help pay 

for child care. Contact Keisha Petty at         

(919) 718-7276.  
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Raising a Reader 

This program encourages families  with 
young children to use the library on a 
regular basis and to incorporate daily 

reading into there routine. Contact 

Megan Spell at (910) 893-7597.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More at Four 

The More at Four Program is a free           
pre-kindergarten program for four year 
olds. More at Four is designed to help 
prepare four year old  children to enter   

Kindergarten through a                                   
curriculum-based, classroom style    

learning  environment. The goal of More 
at Four is to reach at-risk children and 

give them a chance to grow socially and 
educationally before  entering                      

kindergarten. For more information, 
please contact Marcia Gilchrist at                          

(910) 893-2344.  

 

WAGE$ 

Educational-based salary supplements are 
provided to low paid teachers, directors, and 
family child care providers. Contact Allison 

Miller at (919) 967-3272. 

 

 

Early Childhood Professional Development  

Individualized professional development 
plans are created for child care providers 

and administrators, to set educational goals 
and provide assistance in the college                   

application process. Contact  Anitra Wilson 

at (910) 893-2344. 
 

 

Child Care Subsidy 

Through Child Care Subsidies, qualifying 
families can ensure their children are safe 

and well-cared for while at work. Contact the 
Department of Social Services at                                  

(910) 893-7500. 

 
 

FREE Lead Screenings for Toys  

The Harnett County Partnership for Children is offering FREE  

lead screenings for toys at child care centers, child care homes  

and to Harnett County families. Lead Screening kits are limited,  

so please contact Lauren Strickland at (910) 893-2344 or  

lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org to schedule a time to  

have four toys of your choice screened. 
Screenings will be  available until all kits are 
depleted. 

 

Quality Enhancement  

Quality Enhancement specialist use the 
stateôs Environment Rating Scales to       

evaluate  overall child care quality and             
provide technical assistance, intensive  
training, and materials. Contact Alice                 

Thomas at (910) 893-7597. 

Parents As Teachers 

This program helps parents understand 
what to expect in each stage of their childôs 
development. This program is based on the 
premise that the parent is the childôs first 

teacher. Contact Melanie Graham at                 

(910) 814-6050.  

The Harnett County Partnership for Children will be  using Lead 
Check® Swabs for this screening event. Lead Check® is a                 

screening test. It is not intended to be a quantitative test for lead.  

mailto:lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org


Awards 

that 

board 

members 

have 

gotten 

P.O. Box 70 
1901-G North Main Street 

Lillington, NC  27546 
910-893-2344 (phone) 

910-893-2387 (fax) 

http:www.harnettsmartstart.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE  A STAMP! 

If you would like to receive this  

newsletter by email please contact 

Lauren Strickland at                                        
lauren.strickland@harnettsmartstart.org 

       Harnett County Partnership for Children  
2009-2010 Board of Directors  

Executive Committee Members  

Karen Mintzɂ Chair  

Tommy BurnsɂChair Elect 

Rocio Bynumɂ Secretary  

Charlene SharpɂTreasurer   

Sandra TullɂAt Large Member 

Rosa Maria Matthewsɂ                          
At Large Member 

Tommy Burns—  Lillington Town Manager 

Rocio Bynum— Parent of a child 0-5 

Jo Ann Geddie— Child Care Home Owner, Provider 

Nancy Guy— Business/Community Member at Large   

Patricia Hobbs— Harnett County Schools   

Beatrice Hill— HC Commissioner 

Kelly Kelly— HC Department of  Social Services 

Elsie Lee— Child Care Owner, Provider  

Rosa Maria Matthews—  Angier Migrant Head Start  

Melody McGee—  Central Carolina Community College  

Karen Mintz— Infant Toddler Specialist, Region 5  

Sol Osorio— Member at Large  

Ginger Harris-Pike— Central Carolina Community College  

Charlene Sharp— HC Health Department 

Alice Thomas—  Child Care Resource and Referral  

Sandra Tull— Sandhills CDSA 

Julie Wahl—  South River Membership Corporation 

Blekley Walker—  Child Care Owner , Provider  

Shirley Whitley—  Johnston, Lee, Harnett Community Action  

HCPC would like to thank all Board    
Members and Committee Members for 

their valuable time and dedicated service 
to the young children of Harnett County. 

 

We Appreciate you!! 


