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Children are born to read! 
What a infant, toddler or                 
preschooler does at home or in 
Child Care  will make an                 
immense difference when they 
start school.  

Young children learn about               
reading by being in an               
environment that encourages 
reading. The more you include 
words and reading in a childõs 
daily life, the better a reader he 
or she will grow up to be.  

Incorporate these suggestions 
into your childõs daily routine 
and see what a difference it 
will make~ 

YOUR INFANT:  

¶ Start reading to your baby as 
soon as he or she can sit in your 
lap. Choose simple board books 
with colorful   pictures.  When 
reading, turn the pages slowly, or 
let your infant turn them.       
Children love òtouch and feeló 
books. Or, look for books about 
babies, animals, toys, and other 
things your child sees every day. 

¶ Look at the cover together so 
your child will recognize books 
by their covers. Read the same 
books over and over.  Your child 
will love it! Talk and sing to your 
baby in the bath or while feeding 
or dressing. 

YOUR TODDLER:  

¶ Share books every day 
with your toddler. Make up 
voices and act out parts of 
the story together. Ask 
your child questions about 
the story, and answer his 
or her questions.  

¶ Give your toddler  
non-toxic crayons and big 
pieces of paper to write and 
draw on. Ask your child to 
explain what the scribbles 
and pictures mean to him 
or her, and nod your head 
as you listen.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

YOUR                                  
PRESCHOOLER: 

¶ Visit the library and let 
your child choose books 
that he or she likes. Be sure 
to read them to your                   
preschooler every day. 

Ask your child to òreadó 
you the story.   

¶ Help your child tell 
the story based on the 
pictures in the book. 
When you read together, 
connect the story to your 
childõs life. For example, 
òThat book was about 
riding a school bus.  I 
remember when we rode 
a bus.  Do you? Where 
did we go?ó 

¶ Help your child 
learn the letters of the 
alphabet.  Sing the     
alphabet song when your 
child washes his hands.  
Point out letters that are 
important to your child.  
For example, show your 
child the first letter of 
her name. If your child 
shows interest, help him  

learn all the                
letters of her name.  

¶ Limit your 
childõs TV                   
watching. Choose 
which shows your 
preschooler is                  
allowed to watch, 
and for how long. Be 
sure to not use TV as 
a babysitter. 

For more information and resources used for this 
article visit: 

http://www.readyatfive.org  

http://www.smartstart -nc.org 

Make a Difference in a Childôs Life With Literacy 
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NC Pre-K  classes are 
available at the following                       

locations:  
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As a valued member of our community, the partnership would 
like to invite you to join the Harnett County Local Interagency 
Coordinating Council (LICC).  The LICC, a community-based 
advisory group, was implemented in an effort to convene a 
wide sampling of Early Intervention professionals. The       
Councilôs goal is to provide opportunities for service providers 
to become involved in local and regional activities, such as 
Project Child Find; to increase public awareness of Early               
Intervention strategies and programs; to perform community 

needs assessments and system evaluations.  
 

We welcome all professions, serving children ages birth to five 
years, to attend our meetings the third Tuesday of each 
month.  Meetings are held at the Harnett County Agriculture 

Center at 1:30 pm and typically last for one hour.   
 

For questions please contact Beth Mason, CDSA                            

at  (910) 814-2480. 

 

 

 

Help Us Contribute to the  

Harnett County Food Pantry  

this Thanksgiving Season!  

The Harnett County Partnership for Children will 
be hosting a food drive the months of                 

October and November to collect non -perishable 
food items to benefit the Harnett County                 

Food Pantry.  
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Please turn in all donated items to the Harnett County 
Partnership for  Children,1901 -G North Main Street               

Lillington NC, 27546 by November 18th,2011 .                             
We would love to have all items delivered to the                   

Pantry by Thanksgiving.   
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Parent Education Child Care 

Parent Education Child Care is a program 
offered to parents who attend Central  

Carolina  Community College to help pay 

for child care. Contact Keisha Petty at         

(919) 718-7276.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Raising a Reader 

Raising A Reader is a proven early literacy                  
program that fosterôs healthy brain                            
development, parent-child bonding and early 
literacy skills critical for school success by 
engaging parents in a routine of daily ñbook 
cuddlingò with their children from birth to age 
five.  For more information,  contact  Tabitha 

Breen at (910) 893-2344. 
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NC Pre-K  
 

The NC Pre-K program is a                           
pre-kindergarten program for at-risk four 
year olds. NC Pre-K is designed to help 

prepare four year old  children for      
kindergarten through a                                   

curriculum-based, classroom style    
learning  environment. The goal of NC 
Pre-K  is to reach at-risk children and 

give them a chance to grow socially and 
educationally before  entering                      

kindergarten. Contact Tara Fish at                          

(910) 893-2344.  
 

 

Child Care Subsidy 

Through Child Care Subsidies, qualify-
ing families can ensure their children 
are safe and well-cared for while at 

work. Contact the Department of Social 

Services at (910) 893-7500. 

 

WAGE$ 

This program provides educational-
based salary supplements to qualifying 

teachers, directors, and family child 
care providers. Contact Allison Miller at 

(919) 967-3272. 

STEP Program  
 

Through the STEP program, Early                     
Childhood  Program Specialists work                         

one-on-one with Child Care Centers and 
Child Care Homes to increase their star  

rated license through:  

Supportï  Leadership support and training. 

Technical Assistanceï to increase or                 

maintain Star Rated Licensure. 

Environment Rating Scales (ERS)                            
Assessmentï Action plans and grants for 

classroom  improvement. 

Professional Development- Education plans 

and tuition reimbursement. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information, contact Lynda                

Turlington at (910) 893-2344. 
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Parents As Teachers 
 

This program helps parents understand 
what to expect in each stage of their childôs 
development. This program is based on the 
premise that the parent is the childôs first 

teacher. Contact Melanie Graham at                 

(910) 814-6050.  
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